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CLAIMS: i 

, 1 . A method of browsing electronically-accessible resources using descriptions of said 
Resources, wherein said descriptions of said resources have descriptor components, said 
d^criptor components having attributes representative of at least iwo axes of access to the 
resources and wherein said descriptions have links to corresponding said electronically- 
accessible resources, said method comprising the steps of: 
reading said descriptions; 

displaWig items, wherein each item is associated wity a corresponding said 
descriptor conibonent of a said read description that has at least oifre said attribute; and 

browsing said descriptions of the resources and their corrdsponding electronically- 
accessible resourcessyia said links using said displayed items. ! 

2. A method as claimed in claim 1, wherein each said read description is represented 
by a tree of descriptor coiAnonents, and one or more of said descriptor components have 
descriptor components as descendents. j 

\ ! 

3. A method as claimed in claim 1, wherein one of said axes* of access is a table-of- 
contents classification. \ 

4. A method as claimed in claim l,\wherein one of said axes of access is an mdex 
classification. \ j 

5. A method as claimed in claim 1, wherein the descriptions of the resources have 
been generated using a description scheme as a tefnplate, and the description scheme uses 
a declarative description definition language whick contains definitions for descriptor 
components of the said descriptions of the resources. \ 

\ i 

6. A method as claimed in claim 5, wherein saio\ attributes of the descriptor 
components are defined in the description scheme. \ 

7. A method as claimed in claim 5, wherein the said attributes of the descriptor 
components are a persistent item of the description scheme. \ 
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& A method as claimed in claim 5, wherein the said attributes of the descriptor 
components are instantiated by an application when required. 

9. V method as claimed in claim 8, wherein the said attributes of the descriptor 
compoiWs are instantiated using a rule that is associated with the description scheme. 

10. A method as claimed in claim 1, wherein the resource is an item of digital content. 

11. A methockas claimed in claim 1, wherein the resource is an electronic document or 
resource available^ over the World Wide Web. 

12. A method as clWied in claim 1, wherein the resource is an Electronic device. 

13. A method as claused in claim 1, wherein the description of the resource contains 
links to identified sectionsVf the resource. 

14. A method as claimed ill claim 1, wherein said axes of access are determined by 
rules operating on the description. 

15. A method as claimed in clainrd, wherein said axes of accesis are determined during 
the generation of the description of the\resource. ! 

16. A method as claimed in claim V wherein said attributes of said descriptor 
components representative of said at least twb axes of access are inferred from the content 
of the description. \ | 

17. A method as claimed in claim 16, whereik said attribute of a said descriptor 
component is inferred to be a table of content descriptor if the said descriptor component 
contains a reference to a resource or a section of a resompe. 
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IB. A rirethod as claimed in claim 17, wherein said attribute of a said descriptor 
cdmponent is infenfed^to be an index descriptor if the said descriptor component is not 

descriptor. 



inferred to be a table of cont 



19. ANmethod of searching electronically-accessible resources using descriptions of said 
resources/swherein said descriptions of said resources have descriptor components, said 
descriptor exponents having attributes representative of at least two axes of access to the 
resources and wherein said descriptions have links to corresponding said electronically- 
accessible resources, said method comprising the steps of: 
reading said ^descriptions; 

displaying itetas, wherein each item is associated with a corresponding said 
descriptor component W a said read description that has at least one said attribute; 

specifying a querySin terms of index descriptors; 

searching said descriptions of the resources using said query; and 

locating said corresfJbnding electronically-accessible resources using said links 
associated with said displayeAitems. 

20. A method as claimed in claim 19, wherein each said read description is represented 
by a tree of descriptor component^, and one or more of said descriptor components have 
descriptor components as descended 

21. A method as claimed in claim 19,\wherein said method further comprises the step 
of: 

playing resources corresponding to said\ocated descriptions of resources. 

22. A method as claimed in claim 19, whttfein said attributes of said descriptor 
components representative of said at least two axes access are inferred from the content 
of the description. 

23. A method as claimed in claim 22, wherein said\attribute of a said descriptor 
component is inferred to be a table of content descriptor if t^ie said descriptor component 
contains a reference to a resource or a section of a resource. 
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24. A method as claimed in claim 23, wherein said attribute of a said descriptor 
amponent is inferred to be an index descriptor if the said descriptor component is not 
ferred to be a table of contents descriptor. 



25. \A method of locating electronically-accessible resources using descriptions of said 
resources, wherein the descriptions of said resources have descriptor components, each 
said descriptor component comprises the association of a feature of a said resource with a 
representee value for that feature, and one or more of said: descriptor components 
including arable of contents attribute and one or more of said descriptor components 
including an Wex attribute, and wherein said descriptions have links to corresponding 
said electronical- accessible resources, said method comprising the steps of: 
reading saidSdescriptions; 

displaying a table of contents containing table of contents items, wherein each table 
of contents item is Ao ciated with a corresponding said descriptor component that has a 
table of contents attribi 

selecting one said displayed table of contents item; 

displaying an index Containing index items, wherein each said displayed index item 
is associated with a correspViding said descriptor component that has an index attribute 
and that is associated with thAaid selected table of contents item; ' 

selecting one or more indeJt items in the displayed index; 

specifying a said representative value or values for the one or more said, selected 
index items; 

searching said descriptions of thY resources for said one 6r more selected index 
items and their corresponding said specified representative value or values; and 

locating one or more said descriptions^ the resources corresponding to said one or 
more selected index items and their corresponding said specified Representative value or 
values. 



26. A method as claimed in claim 25, wherein eachsaid read description is represented 
by a tree of descriptor components, and one or more o^said descriptor components have 
descriptor components as descendents. 
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2f . A method as claimed in claim 25, wherein said method further comprises the step 

playing resources corresponding to said located descriptions of resources. 

5 28. V method as claimed in claim 25, wherein said step of selecting one said table of 
contender*, is optional and if not performed said step of displaying an index d.splays all 
said inde^items associated with all said table of contents items. 

29. A method as claimed in claim 25, wherein said selecting step of index items 
comprises selWg logical combinations of said displayed index items and their said 
representative values. 

30. A method asWaimed in claim 25, wherein said attribute of a said descriptor 
component is inferred to be a table of content descriptor if the said descriptor component 
contains a reference toV resource or a section of a resource. 

31. A method as claimed in claim 30, wherein said attribute of a said descriptor 
component is inferred to b\ an index descriptor if the said descriptor component is not 
inferred to be a table of contents descriptor. 

32. A method of annotating anSelectronically-accessible resource using a description of 
said resource, wherein the description of said resource has descriptor componentSi each 
said descriptor component comprisesVe association of a feature of said resource with a 
representative value for that feature, U one or more of said descriptor components 
includmg a table of contents attribute an* one or more of said descriptor components 
including an index attribute, said method comprising the steps of: 

reading said descriptions; 

displaying a table of contents containing taW of contents items, wherein each table 
of contents item is associated with a corresponding^ descriptor component that has a 
table of contents attribute; 

selecting one said displayed table of contents item f^the annotation; 



CKP1595US IPR340 ?_ORP 1 490568 US 



l:\ELEOCISRA\IPR\rPR34-38_GRPlUSK)568US.doc:PWM, 



10 




20 




30 



-141- 

displaying an index containing index items, wherein each said displayed index item 
is associated with a corresponding said descriptor component that has an index attribute 
and t&at is associated with the said selected table of contents item; 
selecting one said displayed index item; 

routing said selected displayed index item with said selected table of contents 
item; v 

cho<W a said representative value for the selected index item; and 
associating said chosen representative value with said feature which corresponds to 
saad selectedWdex item, wherein said chosen representative value and its corresponding 
feature Providian annotation of the resource. 

33. A method ak claimed in claim 32, wherein each said read description is represented 
by a tree of descripW components, and one or more of said descriptor components have 
descriptor components as descendents. 

34. A method as claimed in claim 32, wherein said step of associating said selected 
display index item is alloWed only if the corresponding descriptor of said selected display 
index item is a valid descriptor for the table of contents item selected for annotation. 

* 35. A method as claimed^ claim 32, wherein said step of choosing a said 
representative value is predetenriined. 

36. Apparatus for browsing elecVonically-accessible resources using descript.ons of 
said resources, wherein said descriptions of said resources have descriptor components 
sa ld descnptor components having attnWes representative of at least two axes of access 
to the resources and wherein said descriptions have links to corresponding sai d 
electronically- accessible resources, said apparatus comprising: 
means for reading said descriptions; 

means for displaying items, wherein each item is associated with a corresponding 
sa,d descriptor component of a said read description that has at least one said attribute 
and x 

means for browsing said descriptions of ^resources and their correspond,^ 
electronically-accessible resources via said links usingVd displayed items 
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3b. Apparatus as claimed as claimed in claim 36, wherein said means for reading said 
deWptions represents each description by a tree of descriptor components, and one or 
morW said descriptor components have descriptor components as dependents. 



38. Apparatus as claimed in claim 36, wherein one of said axes of 
contents classification. 



access is a table-of- 



I 



39. ApparWs as claimed in claim 36, wherein one of said axes of access is an index 
10 classification. 

40. Apparatus aWaimed in claim 36, wherein the descriptions of the resources have 
been provided using, a description scheme as a template, and the description scheme uses 
a declarative description definition language which contains definitions for descriptor 

15 components of the said\descriptions of the resources. 

41. Apparatus as claimed in claim 40, wherein said attributes of the descriptor 
components are defined in flae description scheme. 

20 42. Apparatus as claimed in\claim 40, wherein the said attributes of the descriptor 
components are a persistent item \f the description scheme. 

43. Apparatus as claimed in claii 40, wherein the said attributes of the descriptor 
components are instantiated by an application when required. 



25 



44. Apparatus as claimed in claim 4 3 \ wherein the said attributes of the descriptor 
components are instantiated using a rule th\t is associated with the description scheme. 



45. Apparatus as claimed in claim 36 



30 content. 



serein the resource is an item of digital 



resource is an electronic document or 



46. Apparatus as claimed in claim 36, wherein the\ 
resource available over the World Wide Web. 
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J7. Apparatus as claimed in claim 36, wherein the resource is an electronic device. 

4 8 \ Apparatus as claimed in claim 36, wherein the description of the resource contains 
5 linksy identified sections of the resource. 

49. ArWatus as claimed in claim 36. wherein said axes of access are determined by 
rules operating on the description. 

10 50. ApparaL as claimed in claim 36, wherein said axes of access are determined 
during the generation of the description of the resource. 

51. Apparatus A claimed in claim 36, wherein said attributes of said descoptor 
components representative of said at least two axes of access are inferred from the content 

15 of the description. 

52. Apparatus as claLed in claim 51, wherein said attribute of a said descnptor 
component is inferred to oe a table of content descriptor if the said descriptor component 
contains a reference to a resources or a section of a resource. 



20 



25 



53. Apparatus as claimed hV claim 52, wherein said attribute of a said descriptor 
component is mferred to be an W descriptor if the said descriptor component is not 
inferred to be a table of contents descriptor. 



54. Apparatus for searching electronically-accessible resources using descriptions of 
said resources, wherein said descriptions of said resources have descriptor components 
said descnptor components having attributes representative of at least two axes of access 
to the resources and wherein said descriptions have links to corresponding said 
electronically- accessible resources, said appVratus comprising: 
30 means for reading said descriptions; \ 

means for displaying items, wherein eacV item is associated with a corresponding 
said descnptor component of a said read description that has at least one said attribute; 
means for specifying a query in terms of ind\x descriptors- 
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f SanS f ° r searcl »ing said descriptions of the resources using said query; and 
eans for locating said corresponding electronically-accessible resources using said 
links associated with said displayed items. 

5 55. Apparatus as claimed in claim 54, wherein said read means represents each S aid 
description bfc a tree of descriptor components, and one or more of said descnptor 
components ha^e descriptor components as descendents. 

56. Apparatus as^laimed in claim 54, wherein said apparatus further comprises- 
10 means for playing resources corresponding to said located descriptions of resources. 

57. Apparatus as claWd in claim 54, wherein said attributes of said descriptor 
components representativ^f sa id at least two axes of access are inferred from the content 
of the description. 



5 

58. Apparatus as claimed jV claim 57, wherein said attribute of a said descriptor 
component is inferred to be a ta^le of content descriptor if the said descriptor component 
contains a reference to a resources^ a section of a resource. 

) 59. Apparatus as claimed in clain, 58, wherein said attribute of a said descnptor 
component is inferred to be an index Wriptor if the said descriptor component is not 
inferred to be a table of contents descriptft 

60. Apparatus for locating electronically-Lessible resources using descriptions of said 
resources, wherein the descriptions of said rWces have descriptor components, each 
said descriptor component comprises the association of a feature of a said resource with a 
representative value for that feature, and one or more of said descriptor components 
including a table of contents attribute and one orW of said descriptor components 
mcluding an index attribute, and wherein said descriptions have links to corresponding 
sand electronically- accessible resources, said apparatus\pmprising: 
means for reading said descriptions; 
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Ueans for displaying a table of contents containing table of contents items, wherein 
each tale of contents item is associated with a corresponding said descriptor component 
that hasV table of contents attribute; 

me V for selecting one said displayed table of contents item; 

mean^for displaying an index containing index items, wherein each said displayed 
index item is Wciated with a corresponding said descriptor component that has an index 
attribute and that is associated with the said selected table of contents item; 

means for fleeting one or more index items in the displayed index; 

means for specifying a said representative value or values for the one or more said 
selected index items} 

means for searching said descriptions of the resources for said one or more selected 
index items and their corresponding said specified representative value or values; and 

means for locating W or more said descriptions of the resources corresponding to 
said one or more selected index items and their corresponding said specified 
representative value or values 



61. A method as claimed in\laim 60, wherein said read means represents each said 
description by a tree of descripW components, and one or more of said descriptor 
components have descriptor components as descendents. 



62. Apparatus as claimed in claim eoVherein said apparatus further comprises:, 
means for playing resources coirespondinV to said located descriptions of resources. 

63. Apparatus as claimed in claim 60, wherein operation of said means for selecting one 
said table of contents item is optional and if n^t performed said means for displaying an 
index displays all said index items associated witkall said table of contents items. 

64. Apparatus as claimed in claim 60, whereV said means for selecting said 
representative value or values comprise means for selecting logical combinations of said 
displayed index items and their said representative valued 
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Apparatus as claimed in claim 64, wherein said attribute of a said descriptor 
cWponent is inferred to be a table of content descriptor if the said descriptor component 
contains a reference to a resources or a section of a resource. 

66. Apparatus as claimed in claim 65, wherein said attribute of a said descriptor 
cornponeW is inferred to be an index descriptor if the said descriptor component is not 
inferred to Tbe a table of contents descriptor. 

67. ApparatiWor annotating an electronically-accessible resource using a description of 
said resource, wWein the description of said resource has descriptor components, each 
said descriptor component comprises the association of a feature of said resource w.th a 
representative valu e \for that feature, and one or more of said descriptor components 
including a table of contents attribute and one or more of said descriptor components 
including an index attribute, said apparatus comprising: 

1 5 means for reading said descriptions; 

means for displaying aW of contents containing table of contents items, wherein 
each table of contents item is associated with a corresponding said descriptor component 
that has a table of contents attribute; 

means for selecting one saidVsplayed table of contents item for the annotation; 
20 means for displaying an index containing index items, wherein each said displayed 

index item is associated with a corresponding said descriptor component that has.an index 
attribute and that is associated with the sa\d selected table of contents item; 
means for selecting one said displayed index item; 

means for associating said selected displayed index item with said selected table of 
25 contents item; \ 

means for choosing a said representative value for the selected index item; and 
means for associating said chosen representative value with said feature which 

corresponds to said selected index item, wherein saidvehosen representative value and its 

corresponding feature provide an annotation of the resource. 

68. Apparatus as claimed in claim 67, wherein said n^d means represents each said 
description by a tree of descriptor components, and one V more of said descriptor 
components have descriptor components as descendents. \ 
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W Apparatus as claimed in claim 67, wherein operation of said means for associating 
sW selected display index item is allowed only if the corresponding descriptor of said 
selected display index item is a valid descriptor for the table of contents item selected for 
annotation. 
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70. ApWus as claimed in claim 67, wherein operation of said means for selecting one 
said table oVcontents item is optional and if not performed said means for displaymg an 
index display\all said index items associated with all said table of contents items. 

71. A compute\ readable medium comprising a computer program for browsing 
electronically-accessible resources using descriptions of said resources, wherein said 
descriptions of said resources have descriptor components, said descriptor components 
having attributes represeWive of at least two axes of access to the resources and wherein 
said descriptions have limes to corresponding said electronically- accessible resources, 
said computer program comprising: 

code for reading said descriptions; 

code for displaying itemsVherein each item is associated with a corresponding said 
descriptor component of a said rek description that has at least one said attribute; and 

code for browsing said descriptions of the resources and their corresponding 
electronically-accessible resources via\aid links using said displayed items. 

72. A computer readable medium comprising a computer program for searching 
electronically-accessible resources using deWiptions of said resources, wherein said 
descriptions of said resources have descri P tor\omponents, said descriptor components 
havmg attributes representative of at least two axeW access to the resources and wherein 
said descriptions have links to corresponding saidWtronically- accessible resources, 
said computer program comprising: \ 
code for reading said descriptions; \ 

code for displaymg items, wherein each item is assorted with a corresponding said 
descriptor component of a said read description that has at least one said attribute; 
code for specifying a query in terms of index descriptors\ 
code for searching said descriptions of the resources usingVd auerv and 
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code for locating said corresponding electronically-accessible resources using said 
sociated with said displayed items. 



10 



15 



20 



25 



73. A Wputer readable medium comprising a computer program for locating 
electrorucaV-accessible resources using descriptions of said resources, wherein the 
descriptionsW said resources have descriptor components, each said descriptor 
component coWises the association of a feature of a said resource with a representative 
value for that feWe, and one or more of said descriptor components including a table of 
contents attributeWd one or more of said descriptor components including an index 
attribute, and wherein said descriptions have links to corresponding said electronically- 
accessible resources, kid computer program comprising: 
code for reading said descriptions; 

code for displaying^ table of contents containing table of contents items, wherein 
each table of contents item\s associated with a corresponding said descriptor component 
that has a table of contents attribute; 

code for selecting one saiii displayed table of contents item; 

code for displaying an ind\x containing index items, wherein each said displayed 
index item is associated with a corresponding said descriptor component that has an index 
attribute and that is associated with tAe said selected table of contents item; 

code for selecting one or more inkex items in the displayed index; 

code for specifying a said representative value or values for the one or more said 
selected index items; 

code for searching said descriptions of; the resources for said one or more selected 
index items and their corresponding said specified representative value or values; and 

code for locating one or more said descriptions of the resources corresponding to 
said one or more selected index items and^ their corresponding said specified 
representative value or values. 
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74. A computer readable medium comprising a computer program for annotating an 
electronically-accessible resource using a descriptionW said resource, wherein the 
description of said resource has descriptor components, ekh said descriptor component 
comprises the association of a feature of said resource with aVepresentative value for that 
feature, and one or more of said descriptor components including a table of contents 
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\ attribute and one or more of said descriptor components including an index attribute, said 
\ computer program comprising: 
\ code for reading said descriptions; 

\ code for displaying a table of contents containing table of contents items, wherein 
eachWble of contents item is associated with a corresponding said descriptor component 
that has a table of contents attribute; 

co^e for selecting one said displayed table of contents item for the annotation; 
codeUor displaying an index containing index items, wherein each said displayed 
index item i\associated with a corresponding said descriptor component that has an index 
attribute and flW is associated with the said selected table of contents item; 
code for selecting one said displayed index item; 

code for associating said selected displayed index item with said selected table of 

code for choosing a said representative value for the selected index item; and 

code for associating said chosen representative value with said feature which 

corresponds to said selected index item, wherein said chosen representative value and its 

corresponding feature provide an annotation of the resource. 

75. A method of selecting one or more descriptions or one or more descriptor 
components from a set of descriptions, wherein said descriptions comprise one or more 
said descriptor components, andWh said description of said set of descriptions is 
associated with a correspondingV electronically accessible resource, said method 
comprising the steps of: \ 

specifying a desired selection ofdescriptor components; 

generating a selection rule based oY said specified descriptor components, wherein 
said selection rule having a predetermined pattern and action component, wherein the 
said predetermined pattern represents a specikd pattern ofdescriptor components and the 
said action specifies the action to be performed when a sazd descriptor component in the 
descriptions of the set of descriptions matches predetermined pattern; 

reading said descriptions of the resources; \ 

locating patterns of descriptor components in descriptions of said set of 
descriptions in order to select descriptor components or descriptions in said set of 
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Ascriptions having said descriptor components which match the predetermined 



pattern; 



performing said specified action. 




5 76. Trie method as claimed in claim 75, wherein each said read description is represented 
by a tree^f descriptor components, and one or more said descriptor components have 
descriptor Components as descendents. 

77. The method as claimed in claim 76, wherein said predetermined pattern is 
10 represented usirig the context of said tree of descriptor components. 

78. The method acclaimed in claim 77, wherein the said action component of the 
selection rule involves setting the value of a predetermined descriptor attribute in order to 
indicate which descriptor components have been selected to an application. 

79. The method as clairWd in claim 76, wherein the said predetermined descriptor 
attribute is also set for each^ the ancestors of a descriptor component which matches the 
said predetermined pattern. 



20 
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80. The method as claimed inVlaim 7 6, wherein the said predetermined descriptor 
attribute is also set for the root Wriptor of the tree containing a descriptor which 
matches the said predetermined patte* 

81. The method as claimed in claim V wherein the setting of the predetermined 
descriptor attribute for the root descri P tor\f the tree corresponds to the selection of the 
description. 



30 



82. The method as claimed in claim 79, whereiii the said pattern component of the said 
selection rule is automatically set to the current\structural context set by a browsing 
application. 



83. Apparatus for selecting one or more descriptions or one or more descriptor 
components from a set of descriptions, wherein said desViptions comprise one or more 
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sW descriptor components, and each said description of said set of descriptions is 
associated with a corresponding electronically accessible resource, said apparatus 
comprising: 

means for specifying a desired selection of descriptor components; 
leans for generating a selection rule based on said specified descriptor 
components, wherein said selection rule having a predetermined pattern and action 
componentWherein the said predetermined pattern represents a specified pattern of 
descriptor components and the said action specifies the action to be performed when a 
said descriptorWponent in the descriptions of the set of descriptions matches the 
predetermined pattern; 

means for reading said descriptions of the resources; 

means for locaWg patterns of descriptor components in descriptions of said set of 
descriptions in order t\ select descriptor components or descriptions in said set of 
descriptions having said descriptor components which match the predetermined pattern; 
and * 

means for performing said, specified action. 

84. A computer readable medium comprising a computer program for selecting one or 
more descriptions or one or moreVscriptor components from a set of descriptions, 
wherein said descriptions comprise orieor more said descriptor components, and each 
said description of said set of desertions is associated with a corresponding 
electronically accessible resource, said computer program comprising: 
code for specifying a desired selectionW descriptor components; 
code for generating a selection rule baseLn said specified descriptor components, 
wherem said selection rule having a predetermined pattern and action component, 
wherein the said predetermined pattern represents a specified pattern of descriptor 
components and the said action specifies the actio>i to be performed when a said 
descriptor component in the descriptions of the s^t of descriptions matches the 
predetermined pattern; 

code for reading said descriptions of the resources; 

code for locating patterns of descriptor components inscriptions of said set of 
descriptions in order to select descriptor components or descriptions in said set of 
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descriptions having said descriptor components which match the predetermined partem 



coife for performing said specified action. 



1r x> 
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85. A m&hod of generating on an output device a presentation based on a 
predetermined Selection of resources, said method comprising the steps of: 

readinV a description scheme for said presentation, wherein the description 
scheme for saidVesentation uses a declarative description definition language which 
contains defirution^for descriptor components of the description scheme; 

generating ascription of the said presentation using said description scheme 
and said predeteiroinedNselection of said resources; and 

generating on sa\d output device the said presentation based on the said 
description of the said presentation and the predetermined selected resources. 

15 86. The method as claimed inVlaim 85, wherein said resources are digital video 
resources and said presentation is a Video presentation. 



20 



87. 



The method as claimed in claim 86\ wherein said output device is a display device. 



88. The method as claimed in claim g\ wherein said description scheme has an 
associated reference to procedural code fo^ the instantiation of a descriptor, m the 
description of the presentation. 



89. The method as claimed in claim 86, wherein the said description of the Vl deo 
25 presentation can specify sections of different individual digital video resources to be used 

to render the video presentation. 

90. The method as claimed in claim 85, wherein the me\hod comprises associating with 
the said description scheme a set of presentation rules. 



30 



91. The method as claimed in claim 90, wherein the presentation rules specify the type of 
transitions that are to be rendered between sections of the presentations. 
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>2. The method as claimed in claim 90, wherein the presentation rules specify whether a 
tie is rendered for the presentation. 

93. W method as claimed in claim 90, wherein the presentation rules specify the spatial 
5 placement, colour, font and/or size of a title to be rendered for the presentation. 

94. The nWod as claimed in claim 86, wherein the method comprises associating with 
the said description scheme a set of presentation rules and the presentation rules specify 
the speed at which components are played in the video presentation. 
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95. The method \as claimed in claim 85, wherein the method further comprises 
associating with theWd description scheme a set of presentation rules which specify 
characteristics of the s\yle of the presentation for said description generated using the said 
description scheme. 

96. The method as claimed in claim 95, associating with the said description a further set 
of presentation rules which\pecify characteristics of the style of the presentation to be 
generated from the said description. 

97. The method as claimed in\laim 94, wherein the presentation rules specify that a 
particular component of a presentation is to be played at the original recorded. speed, a 
slower speed or a faster speed. 

98. The method as claimed in clair^ 85, wherein said resources are digital image 
resources. 

99. The method as claimed in claim 85^ wherein said presentation is a printed 
presentation. 



100. The method as claimed in claim 85, whereinWd output device is a printer device. 
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)1. The method as claimed in claim 99, wherein the method comprises associating with 
the^aid description scheme a set of presentation rules and said presentation rules specify 
the sWial layout of the printed presentation. 

5 102. Tnemethod as claimed in claim 99, wherein the method comprises associating with 
the said description scheme a set of presentation rules and said presentation rules specify 
colour inforrnation for the printed presentation. 

103. The metkod as claimed in claim 98, wherein the said digital image resources 
10 contains image frWs from digital video resources stored on a DVD. 

104. The method acclaimed in claim 85, wherein the step of reading a description 
scheme and the step oY generating a description are performed on a source device and said 
step of generating saidyesentation is performed on said output device and said method 

15 further comprises the ste 

communicating the s^id description from the source to the output device via a 

wireless connection. 

105. The method as claimed\n claim 104, wherein the resources are digital video 
20 resources which are stored and jessed from a processing server, which is separate from 
and has a wireless connection to\he said source device, and a connection to. .the said 
output device. 
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106. The method as claimed in claim 11D5, wherein the said processing server renders the 
presentation for viewing from the description of the presentation and communicates the 
rendered presentation to the said output 
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107. The method as claimed in claim lW wherein the sa,d processing server 
communicates both the description of the presentation and the associated digital video 
resources to the said output device which subsequently renders the presentation for 

viewing. 
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t08. The method as claimed in claim 104, wherein the resources are digital video 
resources which are stored and accessed from the said source device and communicated 
T me said de *cription of the presentation to the said output device, which has digital 
vid^o display capability. 

109. Tto method as claimed in claim 108, wherein a digital video resource associated 
with the inscription is communicated via the wireless connection in encoded format. 

HO. The rnethod as claimed in claim 108, wherein a digital video resource associated 
with the description is communicated via the wireless connection in compressed format. 

111. A method W generating on an output device a presentation based on a 
predetermined selection of resources, said method comprising the steps of: 

reading aWcription scheme for said presentation, wherein said description 
scheme contains deWitions for descriptor components of the description scheme, and 
each said descriptor Jsomponent comprises the association of a presentation attribute 
with a representative value for that attribute; 

generating a description of the said presentation using said description scheme 
and said predetermined selection of resources; and 

generating on said\output device the said presentation based on the said 
generated description of theWd presentation, the predetermined selected resources, 
and a set of presentation mlesVhich rules specify characteristics of the style of said 
generated presentation, wherein \aid set of presentation rules are associated with said 
description scheme. 

112. The method as claimed in claim ^11, wherein said description scheme uses a 
declaration description definition language. 

J13. Apparatus for generating on an output device a presentation based on a 
predetenriined selection of resources, said apparatus comprising: 

means for reading a description scherne for said presentation, wherein the 
description scheme for said presentation uses\a declarative description definition 
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language which contains definitions for descriptor components of the descripti 
\cheme; 

means for generating a description of the said presentation using said 
description scheme and said predetermined selection of said resources; and 

means for generating on said output device the said presentation based on the 
said description of the said presentation and the predetermined selected resources. 

114. Apparatus for generating on an output device a presentation based on a 
predetermined section of resources, said apparatus comprising: 

meansW reading a description scheme for said presentation, wherein said 
description scheme contains definitions for descriptor components of the description 
scheme, and eacHsaid descriptor component comprises the association of a 
presentation attribute, with a representative value for that attribute; 

means for generating a description of the said presentation using said 
description scheme andVaid predetermined selection of resources; and 

means for generaW on said output device the said presentation based on the 
said generated descriptioi. of the said presentation, the predetermined selected 
resources, and a set of presentation rules, which rules specify characteristics of the 
style of said generated prestation, wherein said set of presentation rules are 
associated with said description Scheme. 

1 1 5. A computer readable medium comprising a computer program for generating on an 
output device a presentation based on\a predetermined selection of resources,, said 
computer program comprising: 

code for reading a descriptionVheme for said presentation, wherein the 
description scheme for said presentationWs a declarative description defimtion 
language which contains definitions for descriptor components of the description 
scheme; 

code for generating a description o\ the said presentation using said 
description scheme and said predetermined selection of said resources; and 

code for generating on said output device the said presentation based on the 
said description of the said presentation and the predetermined selected resources. 
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116, As^omputer readable medium comprising a computer program for generating on an 
output de\H^e a presentation based on a predetermined selection of resources, said 
computer pro^m comprising: 

code fi^r reading a description scheme for said presentation, wherein said 
description schemfev^ontains definitions for descriptor components of the description 
scheme, and each saiddescriptor component comprises the association of a 
presentation attribute with arfepresentative value for that attribute; 

code for generating a description of the said presentation using said 
description scheme and said predetermined selection of resources; and 

code for generating on said out^t device the said presentation based on the 
said generated description of the said presentation, the predetermined selected 
resources, and a set of presentation rules, which.rules specify characteristics of the 
style of said generated presentation, wherein said, set of presentation rules are 
associated with said description scheme. X. 
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